Roblyn House 
Canterbury Terrace 
Wirksworth 

Matlock 

Derbyshire 

DE4 4DY 


January 1°, 2006 


Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Britain 
The Ridgeway 

London 

NW/7 1RN 


Dear Brothers, 


| would like to express my appreciation for the excellent study articles on the 
book of Hosea which have been both interesting and encouraging (Watchtower 
November 15", 2005). 


In the past the Watchtower has likened the 10-tribe nation of Israel or Ephraim to 
Christendom as an organization. However, these latest study articles apply most, 
if not all, of Hosea to Jehovah’s people and the lessons that we can learn as 
individuals. Please could you tell me if there has been a change in our 
application of Hosea, or whether we still view Ephraim as representing 
Christendom? 


The last Watchtower | can find that parallels Christendom with Ephraim was May 
18". 1991 page 19 paragraph 17 but this was an application of Judges 12:5,6. 
Prior to that, the earliest Watchtower | can find using the Watchtower CD-ROM is 
from 1968. The most specific mention | have found is Watchtower December 1= 
1961 where Hosea 7:8-11 is applied as follows: “Christendom is like the tribe of 
Ephraim mentioned in the Bible. Just as this tribe led the nation of Israel in 
mingling among the worldly peoples, Christendom has mingled herself with 
unchristian peoples. She has made herself a part of the nations of this world.” 


May | take this opportunity to send you my warm Christian greetings and 
Jehovah's blessing, 


Brother Paul Stoneham 
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BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF BRITAIN 
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EF January 5, 2006 


Mr P Stoneham 
Roblyn House 
Canterbury Terrace 
Wirksworth 
MATLOCK 

DE4 4DY 


Dear Brother Stoneham: 


We have at hand your letter of January 1 in which you express appreciation for the 
November 15, 2005, Watchtower study articles on Hosea’s prophecy. We were glad to 
receive your comments and to know that these articles have been of benefit and 
encouragement to you. You ask if there has been a change in our application of this 
prophecy, and whether we still view Ephraim as representing Christendom. 


To help clear up any confusion may we draw your attention to the thrust of the 
information published in these three study articles. This is well expressed in the title of the 
first article, “Hosea’s Prophecy Helps Us to Walk With God.” Thus the articles were not 
discussing any parallels between the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel and Christendom. Rather, 
they were showing how the symbolic drama found in Hosea contains lessons that can help us 
to walk with God with everlasting life in his promised new world in view. 


As for Christendom being pictured by Ephraim, please see the Watchtower 
Publications Index 2004, under the heading “Christendom,” and the subheading “pictured by 
Israel (northern kingdom).” There you will find a reference to the Watchtower of November 
15, 2004, page 22. From the foregoing you will see that there really has been no change in 
our understanding of how Hosea’s prophecy applies today. 


We trust that these comments prove helpful. Please be assured of our warm Christian 
love and greetings. 


Your brothers, 
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